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his proposal to govern a country by music. Only a Saroyan could have said a thing like that. Nevertheless, I maintain that Confucius was quite sane, as I shall try to show, , Confucius actually "sang in the rain/5* Confucius did say it, and said it time and again all his life. Such was his precept about government and his emphasis on worship and song that one of his disciples took his words literally. "When Confucius one day approached a city where his disciple, Tseyu, had been made magistrate, he heard public singing going on in the squares.
Confucius grinned and said to Tseyu: "You are killing a chicken with a big cleaver for killing a cow/' "But I heard from you," replied Tseyu, "that when the superior man had learned culture, he would become kind and when the common man learned culture, he would become self-disciplined/* Confucius turned to the other disciples and said: "You fellows, what he says is right. I was only pulling his leg!"f
I have chosen this aspect of Confucianism to show, by way of contrast, the Confucian emphasis on spiritual values, and to reveal the devastating inadequacy of the economic solution for peace. The adolescent idea that peace can be achieved by a mechanical distribution of goods, its crudity and its inadequacy, will become apparent. We must soon come to the position of admitting that the man who talks of music and spiritual harmony is not just a moron, and refuse to believe that only the man who talks of canned goods is "practical/' If practical good sense means preoccupation with material realities of food and clothing and shelter, that decidedly is not a characteristic of Confucianism.
* See the piece "Confucius Singing in the Rain/* With Love and Irony, p. 167. f The Wisdom of China and India, pp. 821-822.